Y2 — Reading — Wednesday - ANSWERS

a. headline

| ANIMAL NEWS

STAG beetle season is here and experts need your help
to monitor this rare and magnificent insect.

| Stag beetles are the UK's largest beetle. They wsed to be

| tommon in the south of England, but are tadly now quite rare
| For yeary they live underground as larvoe (see below). But

| In May and June, the odult beetles wmaerge in oeder to find

| @ mate

|

The PTES (Peophe's Trust for Endemgered Species) is athing
for our help to spot staq bestler It wants to map where the
| beetles arw found and track their mumbers

The best time 10 spot stag beetles 1§ 0n @ warm, summar's
evening, when the invects She to fly cround. They are easily
recognived by thew large ‘antlery’, which are only foand on the
males. And don't warry, the antlers are used to battle other

| males mad imprese the femoles — they don't bive!

| I you erw bucky enough to spat one, record your sighting ot
| www.ptes.org/stagbeeties The wrbsae also has Jots of
weful information on how you can help this woni maeet
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sub-heading B The curious life of a stag beetle:

caption

® 5tag beetles spend up to seven years @ In the semmer, the adults dig thew
underground

as a way out of the soil
® They feed on rotting wood ® They fly around to find & mate and
® Once fully grown, the larvae build a oy eqqn
cocoon in the sod and change into » The beetles only e for a few weeks
beethes By the end of August, most of them

B Sing ecite torvee will have dind
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