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The Magic Hammer

When the Vikings first came to Britain they were Pagans,
worshipping Norse gods. The king of the gods was Odin,
who had a son, Thor, the God of Thunder.

Thor's magic hammer, which could kill an army or bring
peace to the world, was missing; the unintelligent frost
giant, Thrym, had stolen it! Lok, the giant and god of
Mischief, was sent to find Thrym to retrieve the hammer.
However, Thrym laughed and gave Loki an ultimatum: “I
will return the hammer if 1 am given Freya, the Goddess of
Love, to be my wife.” Loki had a mischievous plan - rather
than send poor Freya, Thor put on a dress and went to
reclaim his hammer.

Quick Questions

§ :g 1. Who did the Vikings worship originally?

Which two words mean the same as ‘get back'?

hammer?

2
3. Why do you think that Thrym stole the magic
4

Do you think that Thor managed to recover his
hammer? Why do you think this?
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Making a Longhouse

Vikings built houses like ships - up to 100 feet long with
oval sides and sloping roofs. The main, boat-like room
could house up to fifty people (plus livestock during a
freezing winter).

Bulldlng a Longhouse
1. Dig holes 1 metre deep, every 2 metres around
the perimeter.

. Set the posts in the holes.

w o~

. Lash pre-cut, rough lumber onto the wooden frame
with green twigs.

4. Daub thick mud into the joints between the boards
to seal out the weather.

©

. Hoist the roof joists above the two widest points of
the building.

o

. Raise the centre beam between the end joists and
attach all three sections together securely.

. Attach all other roof oists to the centre beam

8. Weave branches between the joists
to support the outer roof layer.
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Quick Questions

Who would live in the longhouse during the
winter?

2. Which words means the same as ‘lift"?

w

. Why is it important to ‘seal out weather'?

>

. How does the layout help you to follow the
instructions?
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The Viking Times

We Have Arrived!

After an arduous journey
across the North Sea, we
have finally reached our
destination - England.
The  feeble,  afraid
Englishmen  tried  to
cease us but we were
too powerful and fought
our way, as brutally as
was necessary, onto the
green and lush land.

We are here to find
treasures (and probably
steal them) before we
return to our homes in
Norway, Sweden and
Denmark.

Our first raid was of the
monasteryatLindisfarne,
‘which was not very well
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protected and contained
valuable goods like gold
and  jewels, imported
foods and other useful
materials for trade.

England is more pleasant
and lucrative than we
thought!
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Quick Questions

1. Which word means 'stop?

2. Where did the Vikings come from?

3. Find two adjectives which are antonyms of each
other.

4. How does the Viking's view of England change?





 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 




                                               

