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Introduction 
This Curriculum Guide combines elements of evidence-informed  
spelling practice with our own principles for effective teaching.  
It relates to spelling, which forms part of the core subject of English  
in The National Curriculum (Department for Education, 2014). 
Some materials we use are taken and adapted from Spelling Bank:  
Lists of words and activities for the KS2 spelling objectives  
(Department for Education and Skills, 1999) – an old publication  
but comprehensive and well thought through. 
 
We want Sphere Federation schools to be happy and healthy  
places to learn. (At St James' CE Primary, this is expressed  
with one additional element: ‘happy and healthy place to achieve and believe’.) Spelling is a fundamental life skill and 
an essential part of the primary curriculum. It is closely linked to children’s ability to communicate ideas clearly, 
develop confidence as writers and achieve success across all areas of learning: ‘…a place to learn’ / ‘…a place to 
achieve’.  
 
Research suggests that accurate spelling supports fluent writing by reducing the cognitive effort required to encode 
words, allowing children to focus more fully on composition of ideas. Secure spelling knowledge also strengthens 
reading, vocabulary development, morphological awareness and overall attainment in English.   
 
In addition, secure spelling enables children to communicate effectively with their audience and develops confidence, 
independence and pride in their written work.  

 
In our schools, we believe that all children should develop secure spelling knowledge that enables them to write 
accurately, confidently and independently. We recognise that spelling is a developmental process which begins in the 
Early Years through phonological awareness and phonics, before progressing to the teaching of spelling patterns, 
morphology, etymology and the conventions of the English language throughout Key Stage 1 and 2.  
 
Through consistent teaching, high expectations and regular opportunities to apply spelling knowledge across the 
curriculum, our aim is for every child to become an accurate, confident and independent speller who communicates 
effectively and take pride in the quality of their written work. 

 
Writing skills summary 
The skills of writing, including spelling 
and phonological awareness, are 
illustrated well in this ‘writing rope’: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

‘Spelling is important because it facilitates reading. It is also closely connected to writing. If children have to think 
hard about how to spell words, they have less capacity to think about what they want to write.’ 

EEF, Improving Literacy in Key Stage 2 (2021) 
 



 

Spelling: Key features 
Whole school progression 

Nursery Children begin to develop an awareness of sounds in spoken language through songs, rhymes, stories and 
conversations. They explore sounds in words and begin to notice similarities and differences between words. 

Reception Children develop their phonological and phonemic awareness, learning to hear, identify and manipulate sounds in words. 
They begin to apply their growing knowledge of phonemes and graphemes to spell simple words and write labels, 
captions and sentences. 

Year 1 Building on Reception, children develop their knowledge of phonemes and graphemes and learn common alternative 
spellings for sounds. They apply taught spelling patterns when writing and begin to learn common exception words and 
high-frequency words. 

Year 2 Children consolidate their knowledge of phonics and apply increasingly complex spelling patterns. They learn common 
suffixes and how words change when suffixes are added, alongside common exception words and homophones. They 
begin to use their knowledge of word structure to support spelling. 

Years 3 and 4 Through regular teaching and practice, children develop a wider range of spelling strategies. They learn to use prefixes, 
suffixes, roots, word families, homophones and common spelling patterns. Children are taught to recognise and apply 
spelling rules and patterns when spelling individual words and within longer pieces of writing. 

Years 5 and 6 Children consolidate and extend their spelling knowledge, drawing increasingly on morphology, etymology and word 
structure. They develop strategies for spelling unfamiliar and irregular words and apply their knowledge of roots, prefixes, 
suffixes and word origins. Increasingly, children independently identify, investigate and correct spelling errors to develop 
accurate, fluent writing. 

 
Our three core spelling rules 
Embedded within our approach to the teaching of spelling are regular opportunities to consolidate the awareness and 
application of three spelling rules that underpin effective spelling.  
 

   
 
A ‘typical’ teaching sequence across a unit 

Teaching Phase (week 1) 

1 Rapid recall 
previous unit 

Teach 
teach the rule / pattern, link to grammar, link to previous learning, 
discuss word meanings, etymology, etc 

Rapid recall 
this lesson 

2 Rapid recall 
previous unit 

Investigate 
matching, sorting, etc 

Rapid recall 
this lesson 

3 Rapid recall 
previous year 

Generate 
find exceptions, create new words, think of common errors, spot 
errors 

Rapid recall 
this lesson 

4 Rapid recall 
previous year 

Introduce 
teach / review the spelling list for the following week – definitions, 
tricky parts, syllable chunks etc 

Rapid recall 
this lesson 

Learning Phase (week 2) 

1 Rapid recall 
previous cycle 

Practise 
Teacher models a practice strategy; children practise that strategy 
with words from word list 

Rapid recall 
this lesson 

2 Rapid recall 
previous cycle 

Practise 
Teacher models a practice strategy; children practise that strategy 
with words from word list 

Rapid recall 
this lesson 

3 Rapid recall 
this unit 

Practise 
Teacher models a practice strategy; children practise that strategy 
with words from word list 

Rapid recall 
this lesson 

4 Rapid recall 
this unit 

Apply 
Children are tested on words from the spelling list. Scores are 
recorded on class tracker.  

Reflect and 
Connect 

 

This is a general guide. For example, some spelling units will need a longer teaching phase; this will mean the 
learning phase is shorter.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Termly sequence of learning: Years 3, 4 
 Cycle A Cycle B 

A
ut

um
n 

1 

3 main spelling rules 
Double up for short vowel sounds, drop the ‘y’ for an ‘i’, drop the ‘e’ 
for ‘ing’ 

3 main spelling rules 
Double up for short vowel sounds, drop the ‘y’ for an ‘i’, drop the ‘e’ 
for ‘ing’ 

Two syllable words containing double consonants  
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 5 

Two syllable words containing double consonants  
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 5 

How the spelling of verbs alter when ‘ing’ is added 
NLS Y3 T1 Objective 8 

Drop the ‘y’ for an ‘I’ 
NLS Y5 T3 Objective 5 

A
ut

um
n 

2 

Homophones 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 6 

Homophones 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 6 

Using knowledge of suffixes to generate new words 
from root words 
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 14 

The spelling pattern ‘le’ 
NLS Y3 T1 Objective 9 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words 

Sp
rin

g 
1 

Adding suffixes: tion, cian  
NLS Y5 T2 Objective 8 

Adding prefixes: un, de, dis, re, pre 
NLS Y3 T1 Objective 10 

How words change when y is added  
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 8 (2 of 2) 

Using knowledge of prefixes to generate new words 
from root words 
NLS Y3 T1 Objective 11 

Silent letters 
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 10 

Basic rules for changing the spelling of nouns when s 
is added 
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 9 

Sp
rin

g 
2 

Words with common roots from other languages 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 7 

Prefixes taken from other languages 
NLS Y5 T1 Objective 6 

Apostrophes for contractions 
NLS Y3 T3 Objective 11 

Apostrophes for contractions 
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 15 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words 

Su
m

m
er

 1
 Its and it’s  

NLS Y4 T3 Objective 10 
Identify short words within longer words to aid 
spelling 
NLS Y3 T3 Objective 8 

Recognise and generate compound words 
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 12 

Adding prefixes: mis, non, ex, co, anti 
NLS Y3 T3 Objective 9 

Regular verb endings: s, ed, ing 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 7 

Using knowledge of prefixes to generate new words 
from root words 
NLS Y3 T3 Objective 10 

Su
m

m
er

 2
 Irregular tense changes 

NLS Y4 T1 Objective 8 
Adding suffixes: ful, ly, ive 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 8 

Explore ‘v’ and ‘k’ within words 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 5 (1 of 2) 

Common plurals: s, es, ies 
NLS Y5 T1 Objective 5 (1 of 2) 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Termly sequence of learning: Years 5, 6 
 Cycle A Cycle B 

A
ut

um
n 

1 

3 main spelling rules 
Double up for short vowel sounds, drop the ‘y’ for an ‘i’, drop the ‘e’ 
for ‘ing’ 

3 main spelling rules 
Double up for short vowel sounds, drop the ‘y’ for an ‘i’, drop the ‘e’ 
for ‘ing’ 

Two syllable words containing double consonants  
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 5 

Two syllable words containing double consonants  
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 5 

Adding prefixes: in, im, ir, il 
NLS Y5 T3 Objective 7 

How the spelling of verbs alter when ‘ing’ is added 
NLS Y3 T1 Objective 8 

A
ut

um
n 

2 

Homophones 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 6 

Homophones 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 6 

Homonyms 
NLS Y3 T3 Objective 14 

Investigate compound words with obscure 
pronunciations 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 11 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words 

Sp
rin

g 
1 

Adding suffixes: ible, able 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 9 

Adding suffixes: sion, ssion, other  
NLS Y5 T2 Objective 8 

Words ending in vowels other than ‘e’ 
NLS Y5 T1 Objective 4 

How words change when ‘er’ and ‘est’ are added 
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 8 (1 of 2) 

Explore common letter strings with different 
pronunciations 
NLS Y5 T2 Objective 5 

Explore common letter strings: ‘wa’, ‘wo’, ‘ss’ 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 5 (2 of 2) 

Sp
rin

g 
2 

Diminutives taken from other languages 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 12 

Root words, prefixes and suffixes taken from other 
languages 
NLS Y6 T1 Objective 5 

Plurals: changing ‘f’ to ‘ves’ 
NLS Y5 T1 Objective 5 (2 of 2) 

Investigate the common rule ‘I’ before ‘e’ except after 
‘c’ when the sound is ‘ee’ 
NLS Y5 T3 Objective 5 (3 of 3) 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words 

Su
m

m
er

 1
 Adding suffixes: ful 

NLS Y5 T2 Objective 4 (1 of 3) 
Adding suffixes: al, ary, ic 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 9 (1 of 2) 

Unstressed vowels in polysyllabic words 
NLS Y5 T3 Objective 4 

Adding suffixes: when words end in ‘f’ 
NLS Y4 T2 Objective 5 

Adding suffixes: ship, hood, ness, ment 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 9 (2 of 2) 

Common letter strings: ough, ear, ight 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 6 

Su
m

m
er

 2
 Adding suffixes: ate, ify, ise, tion, ity, ness 

NLS Y4 T1 Objective 14 
Common letter strings: ou, au, ice 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 6 

Adding prefixes: ad, af, al, a 
NLS Y4 T2 Objective 7 

Adding suffixes: ly, ful 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 8 

Identifying root word derivations 
NLS Y5 T1 Objective 8 

Tricky spellings: ‘ci’, ‘ce’, ‘cy’ 
NLS Y5 T2 Objective 4 (3 of 3) 

 
 
 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 3,4 Cycle A 
Autumn 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
3 main spelling rules 
Double up for short vowel sounds, drop the ‘y’ for an ‘i’, drop the ‘e’ 
for ‘ing’ 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Display each core spelling rule 
Note that there are some exceptions but each rule 
is >95% accurate 
 
 

Two syllable words containing double consonants  
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 5 
 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
Note that there are some exceptions but each rule 
is >95% accurate 
Teach explicitly how doubling up changes the 
meaning of the word and the sounds of the vowel 
(eg diner vs dinner, hoped vs hopped) 
Explicitly teach, and practise counting, syllables – 
it’s one of the most effective spelling strategies 
 
 

Adding prefixes: in, im, ir, il 
NLS Y5 T3 Objective 7 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
Make sure children know and understand what a 
prefix is 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 3,4 Cycle A 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Autumn 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Three Main Spelling Rules 
 
Spelling rules: 
When adding a suffix, remember these three 
important spelling rules: 

• Double up after a short vowel sound. 
• Drop the y and change it to i. 
• Drop the e before adding -ing. 

 
This week's words: 

1. beginning — double up 
2. forgetting — double up 
3. preferred — double up 
4. happily — drop the y 
5. happier — drop the y 
6. carried — drop the y 
7. making — drop the e 
8. having — drop the e 
9. writing — drop the e 
10. believing — drop the e 

Remember:  
Double up: 
short vowel + one consonant → double the 
consonant 
run → running 
Drop the y: 
y → i before adding the suffix 
happy → happier 
Drop the e: 
drop the final e before adding -ing 
write → writing 
 
Can you explain which rule has been used in each 
word? 

Two-Syllable Words Containing Double 
Consonants 
 
Spelling rule: 
Some two-syllable words contain double 
consonants. Look carefully at the middle of the 
word and listen for the short vowel sound. 
 
This week's words: 

1. address 
2. different 
3. difficult 
4. opposite 
5. possible 
6. occasion 
7. occasionally 
8. suppose 
9. appear 
10. disappear 

 
Remember: 
Look carefully for the double consonant in the 
middle of the word. 
 
For example: 

• different 
• difficult 
• opposite 
• possible 

 
Can you spot the double consonant in each word? 
 

How the Spelling of Verbs Alters When '-ing' Is 
Added 
 
Spelling rule: 
When adding -ing to a verb, the spelling of the 
word may change. You may need to double the 
final consonant or drop the final e. 
 
This week's words: 

1. begin → beginning 
2. forget → forgetting 
3. run → running 
4. stop → stopping 
5. get → getting 
6. write → writing 
7. make → making 
8. have → having 
9. take → taking 
10. notice → noticing 

 
Remember: 
Double the consonant after a short vowel sound: 

• run → running 
• stop → stopping 

Drop the final e: 
• write → writing 
• make → making 

 
Can you explain what has happened to the 
spelling of each verb? 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 3,4 Cycle A 
Autumn 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Homophones 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 6 
 

 
 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Teach the meaning of the word ‘homophone’. 
Homo = same (Greek origin) 
Phone = sounds (Greek origin)  
Homophones are best taught in context where the 
meaning is distinguishable  
Words must be ‘tested’ in context  
Analogy within family groups is helpful (eg our, 
your; here, where, there) 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 
 

Using knowledge of suffixes to generate new words 
from root words 
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 14 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 
 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words, 
common errors within the class 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 3,4 Cycle A 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Autumn 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Homophones 
 
Spelling rule: 
Homophones are words that sound the same but 
have different meanings and spellings. Use the 
meaning of the sentence to choose the correct 
spelling. 
 
This week's words: 

1. there 
2. their 
3. they're 
4. where 
5. were 
6. wear 
7. hear 
8. here 
9. whose 
10. who's 

 
Remember: 
Think about what the word means, not just how it 
sounds. 
 
For example: 

• Put it over there. 
• It is their book. 
• They're going home. 
•  

Can you use each word correctly in a sentence? 
 

Using Knowledge of Suffixes to Generate New 
Words 
 
Spelling rule: 
A suffix is added to the end of a root word to 
create a new word. Think about the meaning of 
the root word and how the suffix changes it. 
 
This week's words: 

1. helpful 
2. careful 
3. hopeful 
4. fearless 
5. quickly 
6. slowly 
7. happiness 
8. kindness 
9. enjoyment 
10. agreement 

 
Remember: 
Root word + suffix = new word 
 
For example: 

• help + ful → helpful 
• quick + ly → quickly 
• happy + ness → happiness 

 
Can you identify the root word and suffix in each 
word? 
 

Review and Consolidate 
 
Spelling strategy: 
Use everything you have learned. Before spelling 
each word, identify the rule or strategy that could 
help you. 
 
This week's words: 

1. beginning — double up 
2. happily — drop the y 
3. writing — drop the e 
4. different — double consonant 
5. preferred — double up 
6. their — homophone 
7. careful — suffix 
8. happiness — suffix 
9. stopping — double up 
10. they're — homophone 

 
Remember: 
Ask yourself.. 

• Do I need to double a consonant? 
• Does the y change to i? 
• Do I need to drop the e? 
• Is this a homophone? 
• What suffix has been added? 

 
Can you explain the strategy you used for each 
spelling? 
 

 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 3,4 Cycle A 
Spring 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding suffixes: tion, cian  
NLS Y5 T2 Objective 8 
 

  

 
 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 
 

How words change when y is added  
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 8 (2 of 2) 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 
 

Silent letters 
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 10 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 3,4 Cycle A 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Spring 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding Suffixes: '-tion', '-cian' 
 
Spelling rule: 
The /shun/ sound at the end of a word can be 
spelled in different ways. -tion is common, while -
cian is often used for people whose job or role 
involves a particular skill. 
 
This week's words: 

1. action 
2. attention 
3. education 
4. information 
5. invention 
6. station 
7. musician 
8. electrician 
9. magician 
10. politician 

 
Remember: 
Listen carefully to the /shun/ sound and look at 
how it is spelled. 

• action 
• education 
• musician 
• electrician 

 
Can you spot whether the word ends in '-tion' or '-
cian'? 
 

How Words Change When 'Y' Is Added 
 
Spelling rule: 
Adding -y to the end of a word can change a noun 
into an adjective. Check carefully how the root 
word changes when -y is added. 
 
This week's words: 

1. cloud → cloudy 
2. rain → rainy 
3. wind → windy 
4. sun → sunny 
5. noise → noisy 
6. dirt → dirty 
7. luck → lucky 
8. health → healthy 
9. mess → messy 
10. sleep → sleepy 

 
Remember: 
Look carefully at the root word before adding -y. 
 
For example: 

• cloud + y → cloudy 
• noise + y → noisy 
• luck + y → lucky 

 
Can you identify the root word in each word? 
 

Silent Letters 
 
Spelling strategy: 
Some words contain letters that we do not hear 
when we say the word. Look carefully for these 
silent letters. 
 
This week's words: 

1. answer 
2. build 
3. caught 
4. eight 
5. island 
6. knowledge 
7. knee 
8. learn 
9. straight 
10. though 

 
Remember: 
Don't always spell a word exactly as it sounds. 
For example: 

• answer 
• knowledge 
• knee 
• island 

 
Can you spot the silent letter in each word? 
 

 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 3,4 Cycle A 
Spring 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Words with common roots from other languages 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 7 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules, if possible 
Explicitly link to Latin learning 
 
 
 

Apostrophes for contractions 
NLS Y3 T3 Objective 11

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 
 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words, 
common errors within the class 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
 
 

 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 3,4 Cycle A 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Spring 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Words with common roots from other 
languages 
 
Spelling rule/strategy: 
English has borrowed many words from other 
languages. Learning where a word comes from 
can help you understand its spelling and meaning. 
Many words we use today have roots in French, 
Latin and Greek. 
 
This week's words: 

1. bicycle — Greek  
2. telephone — Greek  
3. photograph — Greek  
4. history — Greek  
5. centre — French  
6. journey — French  
7. government — French  
8. important — Latin  
9. special — Latin  
10. natural — Latin  

 
Remember: Some common roots can help you 
understand words 

• bi- means two: bicycle  
• tele- means far: telephone  
• photo- means light: photograph  
• -graph means writing or recording: 

photograph  
Knowing a word's root and meaning can help you 
remember its spelling. 
 
Can you identify the language or root that each 
word comes from? 

Apostrophes for Contractions 
 
Spelling rule: 
An apostrophe shows that letters have been left 
out when two words are shortened into one. 
 
This week's words: 

1. can't 
2. don't 
3. didn't 
4. couldn't 
5. wouldn't 
6. shouldn't 
7. it's 
8. they're 
9. we're 
10. I've 

 
Remember: 
The apostrophe shows where letters have been 
removed. 
 
For example: 

• cannot → can't 
• do not → don't 
• they are → they're 

 
Can you write the two original words for each 
contraction? 
 

Review and Consolidate 
 
Spelling strategy: 
Use everything you have learned. Before spelling 
each word, identify the rule or strategy that could 
help you. 
 
This week's words: 

1. information — '-tion' 
2. musician — '-cian' 
3. happily — suffix 
4. knowledge — silent letter 
5. island — silent letter 
6. favourite — word origin 
7. couldn't — contraction 
8. they're — contraction/homophone 
9. sunny — adding y 
10. noisy — adding y 

 
Remember: 
Ask yourself… 

• What suffix has been added? 
• Can I hear all the letters? 
• Is there a silent letter? 
• Is this a contraction or homophone? 
• What has happened to the root word? 

 
Can you explain the strategy you used for each 
spelling? 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 3,4 Cycle A 
Summer 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Its and it’s  
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 10 
 

  
 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
This should be taught in context and tested in 
context (eg within a sentence) 
Having only two words to learn means this can be 
explored in great depth 
You might choose to spend one week on just it’s and 
its and use the second week as a review / 
consolidate week 
 
 
 

Recognise and generate compound words 
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 12 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 
 

Regular verb endings: s, ed, ing 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 7 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 3,4 Cycle A 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Summer 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
It's and Its 
 
Spelling rule: 
It's is a contraction of it is or it has. Its shows that 
something belongs to or is connected with 
something. 
 
This week's words: 

1. it's raining 
2. it's broken 
3. it's been 
4. its tail 
5. its colour 
6. its owner 
7. it's important 
8. its name 
9. it's time 
10. its shape 

 
Remember: 
Try replacing it's with it is or it has. 

• It's raining → It is raining ✓ 
• The dog wagged its tail → The dog 

wagged it is tail ✗ 
 
Can you decide whether each example needs 'its' 
or 'it's'? 
 

Recognise and Generate Compound Words 
 
Spelling strategy: 
A compound word is made by joining two words 
together to create a new word. 
 
This week's words: 

1. football 
2. playground 
3. classroom 
4. sunlight 
5. raincoat 
6. newspaper 
7. blackberry 
8. something 
9. understand 
10. birthday 

 
Remember: 
Look for the two smaller words inside the 
compound word. 
 
For example: 

• foot + ball → football 
• play + ground → playground 
• news + paper → newspaper 

 
Can you find the two words inside each 
compound word? 
 

Regular Verb Endings: -s, -ed, -ing 
 
Spelling rule: 
Regular verbs change their endings to show tense 
or who is doing the action. Check the spelling of 
the root word when adding -s, -ed or -ing. 
 
This week's words: 

1. walks 
2. walked 
3. walking 
4. jumps 
5. jumped 
6. jumping 
7. carries 
8. carried 
9. carries 
10. carrying 

 
Remember: 
Check the root word before adding the ending. 
 
For example: 

• walk → walks 
• walk → walked 
• walk → walking 
• carry → carries 
• carry → carried 

 
Can you explain how the verb has changed? 
 

 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 3,4 Cycle A 
Summer 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Irregular tense changes 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 8 

  
 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
This should be taught in context and tested in 
context (eg within a sentence) 
Having only two words to learn means this can be 
explored in great depth 
You might choose to spend one week on just it’s 
and its and use the second week as a review / 
consolidate week 
 
 
 

Explore ‘v’ and ‘k’ within words 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 5 (1 of 2) 

 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 
 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words, 
common errors within the class 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 3,4 Cycle A 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Summer 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Irregular Tense Changes 
 
Spelling rule: 
Some verbs do not follow the usual -ed pattern 
when we change them into the past tense. These 
are called irregular verbs and their spellings need 
to be learned. 
 
This week's words 

1. go → went 
2. come → came 
3. begin → began 
4. break → broke 
5. choose → chose 
6. draw → drew 
7. drink → drank 
8. drive → drove 
9. know → knew 
10. write → wrote 

 
Remember: Irregular verbs change their spelling 
rather than simply adding -ed. 
 
For example: 

• go → went 
• break → broke 
• know → knew 

 
Can you write each verb in both its present and 
past tense? 
 

Explore 'V' and 'K' Within Words 
 
Spelling strategy: 
The letters v and k can appear in different 
positions and combinations within words. Look 
carefully at the spelling rather than relying only on 
the sound. 
 
This week's words: 

1. adventure 
2. average 
3. every 
4. evening 
5. knowledge 
6. kitchen 
7. knock 
8. knife 
9. sketch 
10. school 

 
Remember: Look carefully at where the v and k 
appear in each word. 
 
For example: 

• adventure 
• every 
• knowledge 
• knife 

 
Can you spot the different ways 'v' and 'k' are 
used? 

Review and Consolidate 
 
Spelling strategy: 
Use everything you have learned. Before spelling 
each word, identify the rule or strategy that could 
help you. 
 
This week's words: 

1. beginning — double up 
2. happily — drop the y 
3. receive — 'i' before e 
4. information — '-tion' 
5. knowledge — silent letter 
6. it's — contraction 
7. football — compound word 
8. carried — verb/suffix 
9. went — irregular tense 
10. adventure — v pattern 

 
Remember: Don't just look at the whole word. 
 
Ask yourself… 

• What rule could help me? 
• Is there a suffix or prefix? 
• Is there a silent letter? 
• Is there a smaller word inside it? 
• Does the word follow a familiar pattern? 
• Is it a word I simply need to remember? 

 
Can you explain the strategy you used for each 
spelling? 

 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 3,4 Cycle B 
Autumn 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
3 main spelling rules 
Double up for short vowel sounds, drop the ‘y’ for an ‘i’, drop the ‘e’ 
for ‘ing’ 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Display each core spelling rule 
Note that there are some exceptions but each rule 
is >95% accurate 
 
 

Two syllable words containing double consonants  
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 5 
 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
Note that there are some exceptions but each rule 
is >95% accurate 
Teach explicitly how doubling up changes the 
meaning of the word and the sounds of the vowel 
(eg diner vs dinner, hoped vs hopped) 
Explicitly teach, and practise counting, syllables – 
it’s one of the most effective spelling strategies 
 
 

Drop the ‘y’ for an ‘I’ 
NLS Y5 T3 Objective 5 
 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
Note that there are some exceptions but each rule 
is >95% accurate 
Make sure children know and understand what a 
suffix is 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 3,4 Cycle B 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Autumn 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Three Main Spelling Rules 
 
Spelling rules: 
When adding a suffix, remember these three 
important spelling rules: 

• Double up after a short vowel sound. 
• Drop the y and change it to i. 
• Drop the e before adding -ing. 

 
This week's words: 

1. beginning — double up 
2. forgetting — double up 
3. preferred — double up 
4. happily — drop the y 
5. happier — drop the y 
6. carried — drop the y 
7. making — drop the e 
8. having — drop the e 
9. writing — drop the e 
10. believing — drop the e 

 
Remember 
Double up: short vowel + one consonant → 
double the consonant 
run → running 
Drop the y for an i: y → i before adding the suffix 
happy → happier 
Drop the e for ing:drop the final e before adding -
ing 
write → writing 
 
Can you explain which rule has been used in each 
word? 

Two-Syllable Words Containing Double 
Consonants 
 
Spelling rule: 
Some two-syllable words contain double 
consonants. Look carefully at the middle of the 
word and listen for the short vowel sound. 
 
This week's words: 

1. address 
2. different 
3. difficult 
4. opposite 
5. possible 
6. suppose 
7. occasion 
8. occasionally 
9. appear 
10. disappear 

 
Remember: Look carefully for the double 
consonant in the middle of the word. 
 
For example: 

• different 
• opposite 
• possible 
• occasion 

 
Can you spot the double consonant in each word? 
 

Drop the 'Y' for an 'I' 
 
Spelling rule: 
When a word ends in y, we often change the y to i 
before adding a suffix. 
 
This week's words: 

1. happily 
2. happier 
3. happiest 
4. easily 
5. easier 
6. carried 
7. worried 
8. copied 
9. tried 
10. cried 

 
Remember: y → i before adding the suffix 
 
For example: 

• happy → happily 
• carry → carried 
• easy → easily 

 
Can you spot where the y has changed to an i? 
 

 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 3,4 Cycle B 
Autumn 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Homophones 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 6 
 

 
 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Teach the meaning of the word ‘homophone’. 
Homo = same (Greek origin) 
Phone = sounds (Greek origin)  
Homophones are best taught in context where the 
meaning is distinguishable  
Words must be ‘tested’ in context  
Analogy within family groups is helpful (eg our, 
your; here, where, there) 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 
 

The spelling pattern ‘le’ 
NLS Y3 T1 Objective 9 

 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Concentrate on the ‘le’ ending and not the 
difference between ‘ible’ and ‘able’ – this is a 
different unit 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words, 
common errors within the class 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 3,4 Cycle B 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Autumn 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Homophones 
 
Spelling rule: 
Homophones are words that sound the same but 
have different meanings and spellings. Use the 
meaning of the sentence to choose the correct 
spelling. 
 
This week's words: 

1. there 
2. their 
3. they're 
4. where 
5. were 
6. wear 
7. here 
8. hear 
9. your 
10. you're 

 
Remember: Think about what the word means, 
not just how it sounds. 
 
For example: 

• Put it over there. 
• It is their book. 
• They're going home. 

 
Can you use each word correctly in a sentence? 
 

The Spelling Pattern 'le' 
 
Spelling rule: 
Many words end with the spelling pattern -le, often 
making an /əl/ sound. 
 
This week's words: 

1. little 
2. middle 
3. possible 
4. people 
5. example 
6. exercise 
7. circle 
8. complete 
9. noticeable 
10. comfortable 

 
Remember: Listen for the /əl/ sound at the end of 
the word and look carefully at how it is spelled. 
 
For example: 

• little 
• middle 
• possible 
• example 

 
Can you spot the 'le' pattern in each word? 
 

Review and Consolidate 
 
Spelling strategy: 
Use everything you have learned. Before spelling 
each word, identify the rule or strategy that could 
help you. 
 
This week's words: 

1. beginning — double up 
2. preferred — double up 
3. happily — drop the y 
4. carried — drop the y 
5. there — homophone 
6. their — homophone 
7. possible — 'le' 
8. people — 'le' 
9. weather — homophone 
10. whether — homophone 

 
Remember: Don't just look at the whole word. 
Ask yourself: 

• Do I need to double a consonant? 
• Does the y change to i? 
• Is this a homophone? What does it mean? 
• Does the word end with the 'le' pattern? 
• What do I need to remember about this 

particular word? 
 

Can you explain the strategy you used for each 
spelling? 
 

 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 3,4 Cycle B 
Spring 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding prefixes: un, de, dis, re, pre 
NLS Y3 T1 Objective 10 

 
 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

Using knowledge of prefixes to generate new words 
from root words 
NLS Y3 T1 Objective 11 

 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

Basic rules for changing the spelling of nouns when s is 
added 
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 9 
 

 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 3,4 Cycle B 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Spring 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding Prefixes: un, de, dis, re, pre 
 
Spelling rule: 
A prefix is added to the beginning of a root word 
to make a new word. The spelling of the root word 
usually stays the same. 
 
This week's words 

1. unusual 
2. unfortunately 
3. disappear 
4. disobey 
5. disagree 
6. reappear 
7. rebuild 
8. remember 
9. recently 
10. perhaps 

 
Remember: Look for the prefix at the beginning of 
the word. 
 
For example: 

• un + usual → unusual 
• dis + appear → disappear 
• re + build → rebuild 
•  

Can you identify the prefix and the root word? 
 

Using Prefixes to Generate New Words 
 
Spelling rule: 
Adding a prefix to a root word can change its 
meaning and create a new word. 
 
This week's words: 

1. unhappy 
2. unhelpful 
3. unusual 
4. disagree 
5. disappear 
6. disobey 
7. reappear 
8. rebuild 
9. rewrite 
10. reconsider 

 
Remember: Find the root word first, then identify 
the prefix. 
 
For example: 

• disagree → dis + agree 
• rebuild → re + build 
• unhappy → un + happy 

 
Can you think of another word using each prefix? 
 

Changing Nouns When 'S' Is Added 
 
Spelling rule: 
Most nouns make a plural by adding -s, but some 
words need -es, while words ending in a 
consonant + y change to -ies. 
 
This week's words: 

1. answers 
2. groups 
3. houses 
4. pieces 
5. addresses 
6. buses 
7. boxes 
8. families 
9. stories 
10. countries 

 
Remember: Check the ending of the word before 
adding the plural ending. 

• group → groups 
• box → boxes 
• family → families 

 
Can you explain why each word has been 
changed in that way? 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 3,4 Cycle B 
Spring 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Prefixes taken from other languages 
NLS Y5 T1 Objective 6 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules, if possible 
Explicitly link to Latin learning 
 

Investigate the common rule ‘I’ before ‘e’ except after 
‘c’ when the sound is ‘ee’ 
NLS Y5 T3 Objective 5 (3 of 3) 

 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words, 
common errors within the class 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 3,4 Cycle B 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Spring 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Prefixes taken from other languages 
 
Spelling rule/strategy: 
Some prefixes used in English come from Greek 
and Latin. Learning what a prefix means can help 
you understand, spell and create new words. 
 
This week's words: 

1. autograph — auto- = self  
2. automatic — auto- = self  
3. circumnavigate — circum- = around  
4. circumference — circum- = around  
5. bicycle — bi- = two  
6. bilingual — bi- = two  
7. telephone — tele- = far  
8. television — tele- = far  
9. transport — trans- = across  
10. transparent — trans- = across  

 
Remember: Learn the meaning of each prefix 

• auto- = self → automatic, autograph  
• circum- = around → circumnavigate, 

circumference  
• bi- = two → bicycle, bilingual  
• tele- = far → telephone, television  
• trans- = across → transport, transparent  

 
Can you identify the prefix, explain what it means 
and find another word containing it? 
 

'I' Before 'E' Except After 'C' 
 
Spelling rule: A useful spelling rule is 'i' before 'e', 
except after 'c', when the sound is /ee/. 
 
This week's words: 

1. believe 
2. piece 
3. field 
4. chief 
5. brief 
6. thief 
7. receive 
8. deceive 
9. ceiling 
10. receipt 

 
Remember:  
 
'i' before 'e': 

• believe 
• piece 
• chief 
• thief 

 
Except after 'c': 

• receive 
• deceive 
• ceiling 
• receipt 

 
Can you spot whether the 'i' comes before or after 
the 'e'? 
 

Review and Consolidate 
 
Spelling strategy: Use everything you have learned. 
Before spelling each word, identify the rule or strategy 
that could help you. 
 
This week's words: 

1. special — Latin etc. 
2. important — Latin etc. 
3. believe — 'i' before 'e' 
4. receive — except after 'c' 
5. unusual — adding a prefix 
6. disappear — adding a prefix 
7. rewrite — using prefixes to make a new word 
8. preview — using prefixes to make a new word 
9. families — changing a noun when 's' is added 
10. addresses — changing a noun when 's' is 

added 
 
Remember: Don't just look at the whole word. 
 
Ask yourself: 

• Is there a word root or spelling pattern I 
recognise? 

• Does 'i' come before 'e', or is it after 'c'? 
• Is there a prefix at the beginning of the word? 
• What new word has the prefix helped me 

create? 
• How does the noun change when I make it 

plural? 
 

Can you explain the strategy you used for each 
spelling? 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 3,4 Cycle B 
Summer 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Identify short words within longer words to aid spelling 
NLS Y3 T3 Objective 8 
 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

Adding prefixes: mis, non, ex, co, anti 
NLS Y3 T3 Objective 9 

 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

Using knowledge of prefixes to generate new words 
from root words 
NLS Y3 T3 Objective 10 

 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 3,4 Cycle B 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Summer 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Identify Short Words Within Longer Words to 
Aid Spelling 
 
Spelling strategy: 
Sometimes a difficult word contains a shorter 
word that you already know. Finding it can help 
you remember how to spell the whole word. 
 
This week's words: 

1. believe 
2. business 
3. calendar 
4. different 
5. important 
6. interest 
7. knowledge 
8. remember 
9. separate 
10. straight 

 
Remember: Look inside a tricky word for a 
smaller word or familiar part. 
 
For example: 

• believe 
• business 
• calendar 
• remember 

 
Can you find a shorter word hiding inside each 
one? 
 

Adding Prefixes: mis, non, ex, co, anti 
 
Spelling rule: 
Adding a prefix to the beginning of a root word 
creates a new word with a different meaning. 
 
This week's words: 

1. misunderstand 
2. misbehave 
3. misplace 
4. mislead 
5. non-fiction 
6. non-stop 
7. ex-boyfriend 
8. ex-president 
9. co-operate 
10. anti-clockwise 

 
Remember: Look carefully at the prefix and the 
root word. 
 
For example: 

• mis + understand → misunderstand 
• non + fiction → non-fiction 
• co + operate → co-operate 

 
Can you explain what each prefix means? 
 

Using Prefixes to Generate New Words 
 
Spelling rule: 
Prefixes can be added to root words to create new 
words. Think about the meaning of the prefix to 
help you choose the right word. 
 
This week's words: 

1. misunderstand 
2. mislead 
3. misbehave 
4. non-fiction 
5. non-stop 
6. ex-president 
7. co-operate 
8. co-worker 
9. anti-social 
10. anti-clockwise 

 
Remember: Prefix + root word = new word 
 
For example: 

• mis + lead → mislead 
• non + fiction → non-fiction 
• anti + social → anti-social 

 
Can you generate three new words using one of 
these prefixes? 
 

 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 3,4 Cycle B 
Summer 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding suffixes: ful, ly, ive 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 8 
 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

Common plurals: s, es, ies 
NLS Y5 T1 Objective 5 (1 of 2) 

 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words, 
common errors within the class 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 3,4 Cycle B 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Summer 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding Suffixes: -ful, -ly, -ive 
 
Spelling rule: 
A suffix is added to the end of a root word to 
create a new word. Take care to check whether 
the spelling of the root word changes. 
 
This week's words: 

1. beautiful 
2. careful 
3. helpful 
4. useful 
5. powerful 
6. carefully 
7. usually 
8. finally 
9. active 
10. creative 

 
Remember: Look at the root word and the suffix. 
 
For example: 

• care + ful → careful 
• care + ful + ly → carefully 
• create + ive → creative 

 
Can you identify the root word and suffix in each 
word? 
 

Common Plurals: -s, -es, -ies 
 
Spelling rule: 
Most words form their plural by adding -s. Some 
need -es, while words ending in a consonant + y 
usually change the y to i and add -es. 
 
This week's words: 

1. answers 
2. groups 
3. friends 
4. houses 
5. addresses 
6. buses 
7. boxes 
8. babies 
9. families 
10. countries 

 
Remember: Check how the word ends before 
making it plural. 
 

• answer → answers 
• bus → buses 
• baby → babies 

 
Can you explain which plural rule each word 
follows? 
 

Review and Consolidate 
 
Spelling strategy: 
Use everything you have learned. Before spelling 
each word, identify the rule or strategy that could 
help you. 
 
This week's words: 

1. beginning 
2. beautiful 
3. different 
4. disappear 
5. knowledge 
6. couldn't 
7. families 
8. misunderstand 
9. separate 
10. straight 

 
Remember: Don't just look at the whole word. 
 
Ask yourself… 

• What rule could help me? 
• Is there a prefix or suffix? 
• Is there a shorter word inside it? 
• Is there a spelling pattern I recognise? 
• What do I need to remember about this 

particular word? 
 
Can you explain the strategy you used for each 
spelling? 
 

 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 5,6 Cycle A 
Autumn 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
3 main spelling rules 
Double up for short vowel sounds, drop the ‘y’ for an ‘i’, drop the ‘e’ 
for ‘ing’ 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Display each core spelling rule 
Note that there are some exceptions but each rule 
is >95% accurate 
 
 

Two syllable words containing double consonants  
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 5 
 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
Note that there are some exceptions but each rule 
is >95% accurate 
Teach explicitly how doubling up changes the 
meaning of the word and the sounds of the vowel 
(eg diner vs dinner, hoped vs hopped) 
Explicitly teach, and practise counting, syllables – 
it’s one of the most effective spelling strategies 
 
 

Adding prefixes: in, im, ir, il 
NLS Y5 T3 Objective 7 
 

 

 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 

 
 
 

 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 5,6 Cycle A 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Autumn 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Three Main Spelling Rules 
 
Spelling rules: 
When adding a suffix, remember these three 
important spelling rules: 

• Double up after a short vowel sound. 
• Drop the y and change it to i. 
• Drop the e before adding -ing. 

 
This week's words: 

1. beginning — double up 
2. occurring — double up 
3. committed — double up 
4. copied — drop the y 
5. happiest — drop the y 
6. replied — drop the y 
7. achieving — drop the e 
8. developing — drop the e 
9. improving — drop the e 
10. believing — drop the e 

 
Remember 
Double up: short vowel + one consonant → 
double the consonant 
occur → occurring 
Drop the y: y → i before adding -ed, -er or -est 
copy → copied 
Drop the e: drop the final e before adding -ing 
achieve → achieving 
 
Can you explain which rule has been used in each 
word? 
 

Two-Syllable Words with Double Consonants 
 
Spelling rule: 
Some two-syllable words contain double 
consonants. Look carefully at the middle of the 
word and listen for the short vowel sound. 
 
This week's words: 

1. accommodate 
2. aggressive 
3. embarrass 
4. exaggerate 
5. immediate 
6. necessary 
7. opportunity 
8. programme 
9. recommend 
10. success 

 
Remember 
Look carefully for the double consonant in the 
middle of the word. 
For example: 

• accommodate 
• aggressive 
• embarrass 
• success 

 
Can you spot the double consonant in each word? 
 

How the Spelling of Verbs Alters When '-ing' Is 
Added 
 
Spelling rule: 
When adding -ing to a verb, the spelling of the 
word may change. You may need to double the 
final consonant, drop the final e, or make another 
spelling change. 
 
This week's words: 

1. begin → beginning 
2. refer → referring 
3. occur → occurring 
4. prefer → preferring 
5. commit → committing 
6. write → writing 
7. notice → noticing 
8. believe → believing 
9. carry → carrying 
10. travel → travelling 

 
Remember 
Double the consonant after a short vowel sound: 

• begin → beginning 
• refer → referring 
• commit → committing 

Drop the final e: 
• write → writing 
• notice → noticing 
• believe → believing 

Don't change the y: 
• carry → carrying 

Can you explain what has happened to the 
spelling of each verb? 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 5,6 Cycle A 
Autumn 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Homophones 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 6 
 

 
 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Teach the meaning of the word ‘homophone’. 
Homo = same (Greek origin) 
Phone = sounds (Greek origin)  
Homophones are best taught in context where the 
meaning is distinguishable  
Words must be ‘tested’ in context  
Analogy within family groups is helpful (eg our, 
your; here, where, there) 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

Homonyms 
NLS Y3 T3 Objective 14 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Teach the meaning of the word ‘homophone’. 
Homo = same (Greek origin) 
Nym = name (Greek origin – this is not, 
technically, accurate but it’s widely accepted and 
feels age-appropriate)  
Homonyms are best taught in context where the 
meaning is distinguishable  
Words must be ‘tested’ in context  
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words, 
common errors within the class 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 5,6 Cycle A 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Autumn 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Homophones 
 
Spelling rule: 
Homophones are words that sound the same but 
have different meanings and spellings. Use the 
meaning of the sentence to choose the correct 
spelling. 
 
This week's words: 

1. affect 
2. effect 
3. advice 
4. advise 
5. practice 
6. practise 
7. principal 
8. principle 
9. stationary 
10. stationery 

 
Remember: Think about what the word means, 
not just how it sounds. 
 
For example: 

• The weather can affect your mood. 
• The effect was surprising. 
• The headteacher is the principal. 
• A rule or belief is a principle. 

 
Can you use each word correctly in a sentence? 
 

Homonyms 
 
Spelling rule: 
Homonyms are words that have the same spelling 
and pronunciation but different meanings. Use the 
context of the sentence to understand which 
meaning is intended. 
 
This week's words: 

1. bark 
2. bat 
3. current 
4. date 
5. fair 
6. match 
7. park 
8. point 
9. ring 
10. wave 

 
Remember: The same word can have different 
meanings. 
 
For example: 

• The dog began to bark. 
• The tree has rough bark. 

 
Can you write two different sentences for each 
word to show its different meanings? 
 

Review and Consolidate 
 
Spelling strategy: 
Use everything you have learned. Before spelling 
each word, identify the rule or strategy that could 
help you. 
 
This week's words: 

1. committed — double up 
2. necessary — double consonant 
3. impossible — prefix 
4. irrelevant — prefix 
5. advice — homophone 
6. effect — homophone 
7. principal — homophone 
8. current — homonym 
9. stationery — homophone 
10. occurred — double up 

 
Remember: 
Ask yourself… 

• Do I need to double a consonant? 
• Is there a prefix? 
• Is this a homophone? What does it mean? 
• Could this word have more than one 

meaning? 
• What do I need to remember about this 

particular word? 
 
Can you explain the strategy you used for each 
spelling? 
 

 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 5,6 Cycle A 
Spring 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding suffixes: ible, able 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 9 

 

 
 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
Children must be aware of the root words and their 
meanings 
 
 

Words ending in vowels other than ‘e’ 
NLS Y5 T1 Objective 4 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

Explore common letter strings with different 
pronunciations 
NLS Y5 T2 Objective 5 

 
 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 5,6 Cycle A 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Spring 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding Suffixes: -ible, -able 
 
Spelling rule: 
The endings -ible and -able are often difficult to 
distinguish because they can make the same 
sound. Learn common words and look for familiar 
root words. 
 
This week's words: 

1. possible 
2. visible 
3. terrible 
4. horrible 
5. reliable 
6. reasonable 
7. comfortable 
8. valuable 
9. available 
10. adorable 

 
Remember: Listen for the /əl/ sound at the end, 
but don't rely only on how the word sounds. 

• possible 
• visible 
• reliable 
• available 

 
Can you identify which words end in '-ible' and 
which end in '-able'? 
 

Words Ending in Vowels Other Than 'e' 
 
Spelling strategy: 
Some words end in a vowel other than e. These 
endings can be unusual because we may not 
expect a word to finish with a, i, o or u. 
 
This week's words: 

1. ski 
2. taxi 
3. spaghetti 
4. broccoli 
5. potato 
6. tomato 
7. photo 
8. piano 
9. menu 
10. mosquito 

 
Remember: Some words end in a vowel even 
though this is unusual in English. 
 
For example: 

• taxi 
• photo 
• piano 
• menu 

 
Can you identify the vowel at the end of each 
word? 
 

Common Letter Strings with Different 
Pronunciations 
 
Spelling strategy: 
The same letter string can make different sounds 
in different words. Look carefully at the spelling 
and learn common examples. 
 
This week's words: 

1. ough — though 
2. ough — through 
3. ough — enough 
4. ough — thought 
5. ea — bread 
6. ea — break 
7. ea — great 
8. ow — show 
9. ow — brown 
10. ow — knowledge 

 
Remember: Don't assume that the same letters 
will always make the same sound. 
 
For example: 

• though 
• thought 
• through 
• enough 

 
Can you group the words according to the sound 
made by the letter string? 
 

 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 5,6 Cycle A 
Spring 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Diminutives taken from other languages 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 12 
 

 
 
 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules, if possible 
Explicitly link to Latin learning 
Do not teach the word ‘cigarette’ 
 
 

Plurals: changing ‘f’ to ‘ves’ 
NLS Y5 T1 Objective 5 (2 of 2) 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words, 
common errors within the class 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 5,6 Cycle A 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Spring 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Diminutives taken from other languages 
 
Spelling rule/strategy: 
A diminutive is a word or word part that suggests 
something is small, little or younger. English has 
borrowed diminutive forms from other languages. 
Learning these can help you recognise and spell 
unfamiliar words. 
 
This week's words: 

1. miniature — mini- = small  
2. minibus — mini- = small  
3. minimum — mini- = small  
4. kitchenette — -ette = small  
5. brunette — -ette = small  
6. duckling — -ling = young/small  
7. gosling — -ling = young/small  
8. microbe — micro- = very small  
9. microscope — micro- = small  
10. microchip – micro- = small 

 
Remember: Learn the meaning of each 
diminutive 

• mini- = small → minibus, miniature  
• -ette = small → kitchenette 
• -ling = young or small → duckling, gosling  
• micro- = very small → microbe, 

microscope  
 
Can you identify the diminutive and explain what it 
means? 
 

Plurals: Changing 'f' to 'ves' 
 
Spelling rule: 
Some nouns ending in -f or -fe change the f to v 
and add -es when they become plural. 
 
This week's words: 

1. calf → calves 
2. half → halves 
3. knife → knives 
4. leaf → leaves 
5. life → lives 
6. loaf → loaves 
7. self → selves 
8. shelf → shelves 
9. thief → thieves 
10. wife → wives 

 
Remember: 
Change f → v and add -es: 

• leaf → leaves 
• knife → knives 
• shelf → shelves 

 
Can you spell the singular and plural forms of 
each word? 
 

Review and Consolidate 
 
Spelling strategy: 
Use everything you have learned. Before spelling 
each word, identify the rule or strategy that could 
help you. 
 
This week's words: 

1. impossible — prefix 
2. advice — homophone 
3. bark — homonym 
4. visible — -ible 
5. valuable — -able 
6. tomato — vowel ending 
7. through — letter string 
8. conscience — Latin etc. 
9. leaves — f → ves 
10. success — double consonant 

 
Remember: 
Ask yourself… 

• What rule could help me? 
• Is there a prefix or suffix? 
• Is this a homophone or homonym? 
• Is there an unusual letter string? 
• Does the word have an unusual ending? 
• Is there a root or word origin I recognise? 

 
Can you explain the strategy you used for each 
spelling? 
 

 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 5,6 Cycle A 
Summer 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding suffixes: ful 
NLS Y5 T2 Objective 4 (1 of 3) 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

Unstressed vowels in polysyllabic words 
NLS Y5 T3 Objective 4 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

Adding suffixes: ship, hood, ness, ment 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 9 (2 of 2) 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
Link to grammar: these are abstract nouns 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 5,6 Cycle A 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Summer 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding Suffixes: -ful 
 
Spelling rule: 
Adding -ful to a root word creates a new word, 
often describing something that is full of a 
particular quality. Remember that -ful has one l. 
 
This week's words: 

1. beautiful 
2. careful 
3. successful 
4. powerful 
5. thoughtful 
6. wonderful 
7. peaceful 
8. useful 
9. harmful 
10. grateful 

 
Remember: Add -ful to the root word. 

• care + ful → careful 
• success + ful → successful 
• thought + ful → thoughtful 

 
Remember: -ful has one l, even though full has 
two. 
 
Can you identify the root word and suffix in each 
word? 
 

Unstressed Vowels in Polysyllabic Words 
 
Spelling strategy: 
In longer words, some vowels are unstressed, 
meaning they are difficult to hear clearly when we 
say the word. These vowels often cause spelling 
mistakes. 
 
This week's words: 

1. definite 
2. desperate 
3. different 
4. environment 
5. government 
6. interest 
7. library 
8. medicine 
9. separate 
10. temperature 

 
Remember: Don't rely only on what you can hear. 
Say the word slowly, break it into parts and check 
the vowels. 
 
For example: 

• definite — remember the i 
• separate — remember the a 
• environment — check each vowel carefully 

 
Can you identify the vowel sounds that are difficult 
to hear clearly? 
 

Adding Suffixes: -ship, -hood, -ness, -ment 
 
Spelling rule: 
Adding -ship, -hood, -ness or -ment creates new 
words from root words. The suffix can change the 
meaning or grammatical role of the word. 
 
This week's words: 

1. friendship 
2. leadership 
3. childhood 
4. neighbourhood 
5. happiness 
6. darkness 
7. kindness 
8. agreement 
9. development 
10. government 

 
Remember: Look for the root word and suffix. 
For example: 

• friend + ship → friendship 
• child + hood → childhood 
• happy + ness → happiness 
• agree + ment → agreement 

 
Can you identify the root word and suffix in each 
word? 
 

 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 5,6 Cycle A 
Summer 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding suffixes: ate, ify, ise, tion, ity, ness 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 14 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

Adding prefixes: ad, af, al, a 
NLS Y4 T2 Objective 7 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

Identifying root word derivations 
NLS Y5 T1 Objective 8 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 5,6 Cycle A 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Summer 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding suffixes: -ate, -ify, -ise, -tion, -ity, -ness 
 
Spelling rule/strategy: 
Suffixes can change the meaning or word class of 
a word. Learn the base word and notice how the 
ending changes it. Some suffixes make verbs, 
while others make nouns or describe a quality. 
 
This week's words: 

1. communicate — -ate  
2. appreciate — -ate  
3. identify — -ify  
4. simplify — -ify  
5. recognise — -ise  
6. criticise — -ise  
7. explanation — -tion  
8. variety — -ity  
9. curiosity — -ity  
10. happiness — -ness  

 
Remember:  

• -ate can make verbs: communicate, 
appreciate.  

• -ify can mean “make or become”: simple 
→ simplify.  

• -ise often makes verbs: critic → criticise.  
• -tion, -ity and -ness commonly form nouns: 

explain → explanation, curious → 
curiosity, happy → happiness.  

 
Can you explain how the suffix changes the root 
word? 
 

Adding prefixes: ad-, af-, al-, a- 
 
Spelling rule/strategy: 
Some words begin with prefixes that have 
developed from the same Latin prefix ad-, 
meaning “to” or “towards”. The spelling can 
change depending on the sound that follows. 
 
This week's words: 

1. adjoin — ad-  
2. adventure — ad-  
3. affect — af-  
4. affirm — af-  
5. allocate — al-  
6. allude — al-  
7. arise — a-  
8. arrive — a-  
9. assist — a-  
10. attract — a-  

 
Remember: The prefix ad- can change its 
spelling to make the word easier to say 

• ad- → adjoin  
• af- → affect, affirm  
• al- → allocate, allude  
• a- → arise, arrive, assist, attract  

 
Look beyond the first letter when spelling these 
words — think about their root and origin. 
 
Can you identify the prefix and root in each word? 
 

Identifying root word derivations 
 
Spelling rule/strategy: 
Many difficult spellings become easier when you 
identify the root word or the word from which they 
were derived. Think about where the word has 
come from and look for a familiar word inside it. 
 
This week's words: 

1. communication → communicate  
2. recognition → recognise  
3. explanation → explain  
4. determination → determine  
5. musician → music  
6. physical → physics  
7. curiosity → curious  
8. convenience → convenient  
9. successful → success  
10. government → govern  

 
Remember: When a word looks difficult, ask… 

• What smaller word can I see inside it?  
• What is the root word?  
• Has the spelling changed when the ending 

was added?  
• Does knowing the word's origin help me 

spell it?  
For example: 

• communicate → communication  
• recognise → recognition  
• curious → curiosity  
• govern → government  

Can you find the root word in each of this week's 
spellings? 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 5,6 Cycle B 
Autumn 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
3 main spelling rules 
Double up for short vowel sounds, drop the ‘y’ for an ‘i’, drop the ‘e’ 
for ‘ing’ 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Display each core spelling rule 
Note that there are some exceptions but each rule 
is >95% accurate 
 
 

Two syllable words containing double consonants  
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 5 
 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
Note that there are some exceptions but each rule 
is >95% accurate 
Teach explicitly how doubling up changes the 
meaning of the word and the sounds of the vowel 
(eg diner vs dinner, hoped vs hopped) 
Explicitly teach, and practise counting, syllables – 
it’s one of the most effective spelling strategies 
 
 

How the spelling of verbs alter when ‘ing’ is added 
NLS Y3 T1 Objective 8 
 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules – especially drop the e for ing 
Note that there are some exceptions but each rule 
is >95% accurate 
Teach how adding ing changes the verb to the 
progressive tense. In the progressive tense, we 
have an auxiliary verb (eg I am running.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 5,6 Cycle B 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Autumn 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Three Main Spelling Rules 
 
Spelling rules: 
When adding a suffix, remember these three 
important spelling rules: 

• Double up after a short vowel sound. 
• Drop the y and change it to i. 
• Drop the e before adding -ing. 

 
This week's words: 

11. beginning — double up 
12. occurring — double up 
13. committed — double up 
14. copied — drop the y 
15. happiest — drop the y 
16. replied — drop the y 
17. achieving — drop the e 
18. developing — drop the e 
19. improving — drop the e 
20. believing — drop the e 

 
Remember 
Double up: short vowel + one consonant → 
double the consonant 
occur → occurring 
Drop the y: y → i before adding -ed, -er or -est 
copy → copied 
Drop the e: drop the final e before adding -ing 
achieve → achieving 
 
Can you explain which rule has been used in each 
word? 
 

Two-Syllable Words with Double Consonants 
 
Spelling rule: 
Some two-syllable words contain double 
consonants. Look carefully at the middle of the 
word and listen for the short vowel sound. 
 
This week's words: 

11. accommodate 
12. aggressive 
13. embarrass 
14. exaggerate 
15. immediate 
16. necessary 
17. opportunity 
18. programme 
19. recommend 
20. success 

 
Remember 
Look carefully for the double consonant in the 
middle of the word. 
For example: 

• accommodate 
• aggressive 
• embarrass 
• success 

 
Can you spot the double consonant in each word? 
 

How the Spelling of Verbs Alters When '-ing' Is 
Added 
 
Spelling rule: 
When adding -ing to a verb, the spelling of the 
word may change. You may need to double the 
final consonant, drop the final e, or make another 
spelling change. 
 
This week's words: 

11. begin → beginning 
12. refer → referring 
13. occur → occurring 
14. prefer → preferring 
15. commit → committing 
16. write → writing 
17. notice → noticing 
18. believe → believing 
19. carry → carrying 
20. travel → travelling 

 
Remember 
Double the consonant after a short vowel sound: 

• begin → beginning 
• refer → referring 
• commit → committing 

Drop the final e: 
• write → writing 
• notice → noticing 
• believe → believing 

Don't change the y: 
• carry → carrying 

Can you explain what has happened to the 
spelling of each verb? 



 

 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 5,6 Cycle B 
Autumn 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Homophones 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 6 
 

 
 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Teach the meaning of the word ‘homophone’. 
Homo = same (Greek origin) 
Phone = sounds (Greek origin)  
Homophones are best taught in context where the 
meaning is distinguishable  
Words must be ‘tested’ in context  
Analogy within family groups is helpful (eg our, 
your; here, where, there) 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Investigate compound words with obscure 
pronunciations 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 11 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
Explicitly teach the etymology of words to aid 
understanding and spelling 
 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words, 
common errors within the class 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 5,6 Cycle B 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Autumn 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Homophones 
 
Spelling rule: 
Homophones are words that sound the same but 
have different meanings and spellings. Use the 
meaning of the sentence to choose the correct 
spelling. 
 
This week's words: 

1. affect 
2. effect 
3. advice 
4. advise 
5. device 
6. devise 
7. practice 
8. practise 
9. principal 
10. principle 

 
Remember 
Think about what the word means, not just how it 
sounds. 
For example: 

• The weather can affect your mood. 
• The effect was surprising. 
• The headteacher is the principal. 
• A rule or belief is a principle. 

 
Can you use each word correctly in a sentence? 
 

Compound Words with Obscure 
Pronunciations 
 
Spelling rule: 
Some compound words are made from two 
familiar words, but their pronunciation may not be 
what you expect. Look for the smaller words 
within the longer word to help you spell it. 
 
This week's words: 

1. cupboard 
2. Wednesday 
3. handkerchief 
4. vegetable 
5. comfortable 
6. marvellous 
7. business 
8. desperate 
9. restaurant 
10. temperature 

 
Remember 
Don't always spell a word exactly as it sounds. 
Look for familiar parts within the word. 
For example: 

• cup + board → cupboard 
• hand + kerchief → handkerchief 
• bus + iness → business 

 
Can you find the smaller words or familiar parts 
hiding inside each word? 
 

Review and Consolidate 
 
Spelling rule: 
Use everything you have learned. Before spelling 
each word, identify the rule or strategy that could 
help you. 
 
This week's words: 

1. accommodate 
2. affect 
3. business 
4. conscience 
5. necessary 
6. opportunity 
7. privilege 
8. restaurant 
9. separate 
10. temperature 

 
Remember 
Don't just look at the whole word. 
Ask yourself: 

• What rule could help me? 
• Is there a familiar pattern? 
• Is there a shorter word inside it? 
• Does it sound different from how it is 

spelled? 
• Is this a word I simply need to remember? 

 
Can you explain the strategy you used for each 
spelling? 
 

 

 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 5,6 Cycle B 
Spring 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding suffixes: sion, ssion, other  
NLS Y5 T2 Objective 8 
 

 
 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

How words change when ‘er’ and ‘est’ are added 
NLS Y3 T2 Objective 8 (1 of 2) 
 

 
 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
Explicitly teach the grammar learning of 
comparative adjectives and superlative adjectives 
Comparative adjectives compare two things (eg 
bigger, smaller, faster, slower) 
Superlative adjectives compare three or more 
things (eg biggest, smallest, fastest, slowest) 
 

Explore common letter strings: ‘wa’, ‘wo’, ‘ss’ 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 5 (2 of 2) 
 

 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 5,6 Cycle B 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Spring 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding Suffixes: -sion, -ssion and Other 
Endings 
 
Spelling rule: 
Words ending in -sion or -ssion often come from 
root words ending in -d, -de, -se or -mit. Look 
carefully at the root word to help you choose the 
correct spelling. 
 
This week's words: 

1. expression 
2. discussion 
3. possession 
4. profession 
5. permission 
6. confession 
7. expansion 
8. extension 
9. invention 
10. communication 

 
Remember 
Think about the root word and listen carefully to 
the ending. 
For example: 

• express → expression 
• discuss → discussion 
• possess → possession 
• extend → extension 

 
Can you identify the root word and the ending in 
each word? 
 

How Words Change When '-er' and '-est' Are 
Added 
 
Spelling rule: 
When adding -er or -est, the spelling of the root 
word may change. Check for doubling, dropping 
e, or changing y to i. 
 
This week's words: 

1. bigger 
2. biggest 
3. happier 
4. happiest 
5. earlier 
6. earliest 
7. later 
8. latest 
9. larger 
10. largest 

 
Remember 
Check the root word before adding -er or -est. 
For example: 

• big → bigger 
• happy → happier 
• large → larger 

 
Can you explain what has changed in each word? 
 

Common Letter Strings: 'wa', 'wo', 'ss' 
 
Spelling strategy: 
Some letter strings can be tricky because the way 
they are pronounced is not always what we 
expect. Learn to recognise common patterns 
within words. 
 
This week's words: 

1. quantity 
2. quality 
3. awkward 
4. wander 
5. wonder 
6. knowledge 
7. wrong 
8. answer 
9. possession 
10. necessary 

 
Remember 
Look carefully at the letters, not just the sounds. 
For example: 

• wander 
• wonder 
• knowledge 
• possession 

 
Can you spot the common letter strings in each 
word? 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 5,6 Cycle B 
Spring 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Root words, prefixes and suffixes taken from other 
languages 
NLS Y6 T1 Objective 5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules, if possible 
Explicitly link to Latin learning 
Focus on words children are most likely to come 
across / use (eg autograph, bicycle) and not some 
of the more obscure words ( eg agoraphobia, 
aerodrome) 
 
 

Investigate the common rule ‘I’ before ‘e’ except after 
‘c’ when the sound is ‘ee’ 
NLS Y5 T3 Objective 5 (3 of 3) 
 

 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

Review and consolidate  
eg repeat a unit, use and apply, specific words, 
common errors within the class 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 5,6 Cycle B 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Spring 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Root words, prefixes and suffixes taken from 
other languages 
 
Spelling rule/strategy: 
English has borrowed root words, prefixes and 
suffixes from many languages, particularly Latin, 
Greek and French. Understanding these parts can 
help you spell unfamiliar words and work out their 
meanings. 
 
This week's words: 

1. transport — trans- = across  
2. submarine — sub- = under  
3. telephone — tele- = far  
4. bicycle — bi- = two  
5. autograph — auto- = self  
6. microscope — micro- = small  
7. audible — aud = hear  
8. portable — port = carry  
9. prediction — dict = say/tell  
10. visible — vis = see  

 
Remember: Look for familiar word parts 

• trans- = across → transport  
• sub- = under → submarine  
• tele- = far → telephone  
• bi- = two → bicycle  
• -able = able to be → audible, portable  
• vis = see → visible  

 
When you meet an unfamiliar word, break it into 
its parts.  
Can you identify the root, prefix or suffix in each 
word and explain what it means? 

'I' Before 'E' Except After 'C' 
 
Spelling rule: 
A useful spelling rule is 'i' before 'e', except after 
'c', when the sound is /ee/. 
 
This week's words: 

1. believe 
2. belief 
3. achieve 
4. chief 
5. field 
6. piece 
7. receive 
8. deceive 
9. ceiling 
10. receipt 

 
Remember 
i before e: believe, achieve, chief 
except after c: receive, deceive, ceiling 
 
Can you spot whether the 'i' comes before or after 
the 'e'? 
 

Review and Consolidate 
 
Spelling rule: 
Use everything you have learned. Before spelling 
each word, identify the rule or strategy that could 
help you. 
 
This week's words: 

1. achieve 
2. conscience 
3. environment 
4. exaggerate 
5. immediately 
6. necessary 
7. possession 
8. receive 
9. restaurant 
10. rhythm 

 
Remember 
Don't just look at the whole word. 
Ask yourself: 

• What rule could help me? 
• Is there a familiar letter string? 
• Is there a root word I recognise? 
• Does the word have an unusual 

pronunciation? 
• Is this a word I simply need to remember? 

 
Can you explain the strategy you used for each 
spelling? 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 5,6 Cycle B 
Summer 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding suffixes: al, ary, ic 
NLS Y4 T1 Objective 9 (1 of 2) 
 

 
 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

Adding suffixes: when words end in ‘f’ 
NLS Y4 T2 Objective 5 
 

 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

Common letter strings: ough, ear, ight 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 6 
 

 

 

 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 5,6 Cycle B 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Summer 1 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Adding Suffixes: -al, -ary, -ic 
 
Spelling rule: 
Adding -al, -ary or -ic can turn a root word into an 
adjective. Look carefully at the root word and 
check whether its spelling changes. 
 
This week's words: 

1. accidental 
2. additional 
3. occasional 
4. physical 
5. musical 
6. necessary 
7. ordinary 
8. primary 
9. specific 
10. dramatic 

 
Remember 
Look for the root word and suffix. 
For example: 

• accident + al → accidental 
• music + al → musical 
• drama + tic → dramatic 

 
Can you identify the root word and suffix in each 
word? 
 

Adding Suffixes: Words Ending in 'F' 
 
Spelling rule: 
When adding a suffix to a word ending in f, the 
spelling may change. Some words change f to v, 
while others keep the f. 
 
This week's words: 

1. leaf → leaves 
2. half → halves 
3. knife → knives 
4. life → lives 
5. wife → wives 
6. wolf → wolves 
7. loaf → loaves 
8. shelf → shelves 
9. belief → beliefs 
10. chief → chiefs 

 
Remember 
Some words change f → v: 

• leaf → leaves 
• knife → knives 
• shelf → shelves 

But some keep the f: 
• belief → beliefs 
• chief → chiefs 

 
Can you explain why each word changes or stays 
the same? 
 

Common Letter Strings: 'ough', 'ear', 'ight' 
 
Spelling rule: 
Some common letter strings can represent 
different sounds. Learn to recognise the pattern 
while remembering that the pronunciation may 
change. 
 
This week's words: 

1. though 
2. although 
3. thought 
4. through 
5. enough 
6. heard 
7. early 
8. earth 
9. straight 
10. eight 

Remember 
The same letters can make different sounds. 
For example: 

• though 
• thought 
• through 
• enough 

 
Can you group the words by the sound the letter 
string makes? 
 

 
 



 

Weekly sequence of learning: Years 5,6 Cycle B 
Summer 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Common letter strings: ou, au, ice 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 6 
 

 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 
 

Adding suffixes: ly, ful 
NLS Y4 T3 Objective 8 

 

 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
Teach how the word class of the word changes 
when the suffix is added 
Eg ‘to hope’ is a verb, ‘hopeful is an adjective 
‘quick’ is usually an adjective, ‘quickly’ is an 
adverb 
Ensure to make it clear that now all adverbs end 
in 'ly'  
 

Tricky spellings: ‘ci’, ‘ce’, ‘cy’ 
NLS Y5 T2 Objective 4 (3 of 3) 

 

 
 
Sphere-specific notes: 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
See the statutory words lists to ensure coverage 
Make explicit reference to the three core spelling 
rules 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Spelling Lists: Years 5,6 Cycle B 
This is a guide. Teachers use their professional judgment to make changes ensuring there is a balance of the words sent home to learn. This includes words 
from the relevant statutory word lists, common words, common errors and words children may come across in units of learning. Content can be copied and 
pasted to homework sheets and web posts.  
Summer 2 
Unit 1 Weeks 1 and 2 Unit 2 Weeks 3 and 4 Unit 2 Weeks 5 and 6 
Common Letter Strings: 'ou', 'au', 'ice' 
 
Spelling rule: 
Some letter strings are pronounced in different 
ways. Learning common examples helps you 
recognise and remember tricky spellings. 
 
This week's words: 

1. young 
2. country 
3. famous 
4. dangerous 
5. caught 
6. because 
7. ice 
8. notice 
9. practice 
10. justice 

 
Remember 
Don't assume the same letters will always make 
the same sound. 
For example: 

• young 
• country 
• caught 
• notice 

 
Can you spot the letter string and say the sound it 
makes? 
 

Adding Suffixes: -ly, -ful 
 
Spelling rule: 
Adding -ly or -ful can change the meaning or 
grammatical role of a word. Remember that full 
becomes -ful when it is used as a suffix. 
 
This week's words: 

1. beautiful 
2. careful 
3. successful 
4. powerful 
5. thoughtful 
6. carefully 
7. fortunately 
8. immediately 
9. successfully 
10. occasionally 

 
Remember 
Look carefully at the suffix. 

• care + ful → careful 
• careful + ly → carefully 
• success + ful → successful 

Remember: -ful has one l, even though full has 
two. 
 
Can you identify the root word and suffix in each 
word? 
 

Tricky Spellings: 'ci', 'ce', 'cy' 
 
Spelling rule: 
The /s/ sound can be spelled in different ways, 
including ci, ce and cy. Look carefully at which 
spelling is used. 
 
This week's words: 

1. special 
2. social 
3. official 
4. centre 
5. certain 
6. recent 
7. cycle 
8. bicycle 
9. fancy 
10. privacy 

 
Remember 
The /s/ sound can be written in different ways: 

• ci → special 
• ce → centre 
• cy → cycle 

 
Can you spot how the /s/ sound is spelled in each 
word? 
 

 


